
ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH 
Guelph, Ontario

Even as we face the challenges of COVID-19, the future of  
St. Joseph Catholic Church is filled with hope. Hope that our 
parish’s current members will continue to be a foundation 

of faith that allows the parish to thrive. Hope that we can bring 
more to Christ through our efforts to reach out to family, friends 
and neighbours. And hope that we can unite to meet the ongoing 
operational needs of our buildings and ministries.

The One Heart, One Soul Campaign gives us an avenue to pursue 
these hopes and to brighten the future of the parish, as well as to 
contribute to important diocesan ministries. 

Special features of the campaign will 
enable us to maximize the positive 
effects of our fundraising at the  
parish level:

• We keep 75 percent of what we 
raise up to our minimum target, 
which is $580,000.

• We will keep 85 percent of anything 
we raise beyond $580,000.

• There are virtually no costs to 
the parish for the campaign. The 
diocese is picking up those costs. 
All the money raised will be used 
for campaign projects.

“Through the grace of God, the Diocese 
of Hamilton erected St. Joseph Parish in 

1952. The parish began with 300 families. 
Over the years, through good times and 
challenging times, we have been able to 
build a new church (1964), which was 

renovated in 1990, 1991 and in 2001 with 
the Church interior. We have grown to over 4,900 registered 

members, thanks to the Holy Spirit, priests and parishioners. 
During this current challenging time, we have the opportunity 

to continue to provide for the stewardship and growth of St. 
Joseph Parish and Hamilton Diocese.” 

VERY REV. JEFF BERGSMA, Pastor of St. Joseph

“I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God made it grow. 
So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but 

only God, who makes things grow. The man who plants and the 
man who waters have one purpose, and each will be rewarded 

according to his own labor. For we are God’s fellow workers; 
you are God’s field, God’s building.” 1 Cor 3: 7-9

See the back of this page for more details about the parish needs 
that we hope to address through the One Heart, One Soul Campaign.

‘CELEBRATION’ GOAL: $580,000
For parish campaign projects: $435,000

• Replenish operating budget: $250,000
• Replace church air conditioning: $40,000
• Parish Stewardship: $145,000

For shared ministries: $87,000
For parishes in need: $58,000

‘CHALLENGE’ GOAL: $750,000
For parish campaign projects: $579,500

• All ‘Celebration’ goals
PLUS
• Add evangelization ministry: 
 $80,000 to $100,000
• Additional $44,500 to Parish Stewardship 

For shared ministries: $112,500
For parishes in need: $58,000

‘VICTORY’ GOAL: $1 million
For parish campaign projects: $792,000

• All ‘Challenge’ goals
PLUS
• Additional $212,500 to Parish Stewardship 

For shared ministries: $150,000
For parishes in need: $58,000

What an opportunity! And that is why we 
have set a goal higher than our minimum. 

We want to maximize this chance to not 
only recover ground we’ve lost in these 

difficult times but to move forward.



REPLENISH OPERATING BUDGET 
($250,000)
The COVID-19 pandemic has taken a toll on each 
of us, in many and varying ways, and we pray that 
every St. Joseph family will find the strength to 
persevere through any adversity. In this need for 
perseverance, our parish is no exception. Because 
of the shutdown earlier this year and the limits 
we have faced since then, St. Joseph’s has suffered 
financially and in the ways of community-
building. This campaign gives us the chance to 
come together not only in restoring our financial 
health, but in communicating with one another 
about our parish’s future. To those ends, campaign 
volunteers will be reaching out personally to as 
many fellow parishioners as possible, and the 
first $250,000 in gifts will be directed toward our 
operating budget.     

REPLACE CHURCH AIR CONDITIONING 
($40,000)
The summertime heat only served to reinforce 
the importance of this project! Before our aging 
system gives out, we want to be ready with a 
replacement plan.  

PARISH 
CAMPAIGN 
PROJECTS

PARISH STEWARDSHIP ($145,000 or more)
St. Joseph’s has a number of maintenance needs that will require 
funding in the relatively near future. One significant example 
would be the expectation that the church roof will need replacing 
within five to 10 years. A robust stewardship fund will allow us to 
prepare for that kind of expense and others like it without having 
to take on debt, and to put us in a better position to deal with 
other unforeseen challenges beyond COVID-19. The amount that 
we place in this fund will rise with our campaign fundraising. The 
more we raise beyond our minimum goal, the more secure our 
parish’s financial future will be!
 
ADD EVANGELIZATION MINISTRY ($80,000 to $100,000)
Our hope is to continue with our vision to engage young adults 
and high school youths, as they are the future of our church. This 
money is intended to fund a new part-time staff position for three 
years. By the end of that period, we would hope to have integrated 
this position into our regular operating budget.

PARISH CAMPAIGN LEADERSHIP
Tracy Bolzon, Donna Haley, Jim Rooney

For more details about the campaign, the allocation of funds raised, 
donor privacy, our gift acceptance policy and much more, 
please visit oneheartonesoul.ca/faq and hamiltondiocese.com.

a Diocese cannotDiocese cannot thrive without thriving parishes


