
CANADIAN MARTYRS CHURCH 
AND CHAPLAINCY  
Hamilton, Ontario

The One Heart, One Soul Campaign comes at an important 
time for our Canadian Martyrs parish and the Catholic 
chaplaincy at McMaster University. As a blend of parishioners 

old and new, students, visitors in varying circumstances, and others, 
we are looking to take stewardship of new facilities and emerging 
opportunities in our corner of the world. We interact with a broad 
spectrum of people and are looking to partner with as many as 
possible to share the light of Christ with those who cross our path.

Exciting features of the campaign will 
enable us to maximize the positive effects 
of our fundraising: 

• Canadian Martyrs will keep 75 
percent of what we raise up to our 
minimum target, which is $100,000, 
to meet the needs of our church and 
parishioners. 

• If we raise $100,000, we will receive a 
$50,000 matching amount from the 
campaign! 

• We will keep 85 percent of what we 
raise beyond $100,000. 

• Note that there are virtually no costs 
to the parish for the campaign. The 
diocese is picking up those costs. All 
the money raised will be used for 
campaign projects. 

FUNDING SOURCES  
for Challenge Goal: $150,000
Community fundraising goal: $100,000
Potential match: $50,000

‘CHALLENGE’ GOAL: $150,000 
For Community projects: $125,000 

• Computer, security, and phone systems: 
$30,000 

• Upgrade the hall kitchen: $17,500
• Hall furniture: $22,500
• Endowment fund: $55,000

For shared ministries: $15,000 
For parishes in need: $10,000 

FUNDING SOURCES  
for Victory Goal: $265,000
Community fundraising goal: $215,000
Potential match: $50,000

‘VICTORY’ GOAL: $265,000 
For Community projects: $225,000 

• All ‘challenge’ goals: $125,000 
PLUS: 
• Contributions to the endowment fund: 

Additional $45,000 
• Student Centre furniture: $40,000
• Renovations to the sanctuary and new 

altar: $15,000 
For shared ministries: $30,000 
For parishes in need: $10,000

What an opportunity! 
And that is why we have set a goal higher than our minimum. 

We want to maximize this chance to undertake a vital renewal of our parish.

“The One Heart, One Soul 
Campaign begins! Although the 
Campaign ‘kick-off ’ takes place 

in the midst of changing and 
challenging times, I have every 

confidence it will continue to 
solidify our work and life as a 

community of faith. In every circumstance of our world, 
even during these past months of coronavirus, we are 

a place where Christ and His work is truly Alive, from 
generations past, and for generations to come!  Please 

join me as we ‘lean in,’ as Bishop Crosby likes to say, and 
say yes to this moment in our community of faith. Yes, 
to the many ways we continue, ‘Inviting, Forming, and 

Sending…(being!) Disciples of Jesus Christ!’”

FR. BRADLEY MARKUS,  
Pastor, Canadian Martyrs 

Chaplain, McMaster University 

See the back of this page for more details about the parish needs 
that we hope to address through the One Heart, One Soul Campaign.



For more details about the campaign, the allocation of funds raised, 
donor privacy, our gift acceptance policy and much more, 
please visit oneheartonesoul.ca/faq and hamiltondiocese.com.

a Diocese cannot  thrive without thriving parishes

THE CORNERSTONE PROJECT 
($125,000)
The Diocese is fully funding our $4.5 million 
new building construction, which will 
substantially benefit our entire community. 
It will be important for activities like Alpha 
and meals together, faith formation and 
student ministry, as well as administration 
and pastoral work. Our community has 
responded by prioritizing the Cornerstone 
Project as our main campaign objective! 
The community survey has suggested some 
very specific targets within it, including 
computer, security, and phone systems 
($30,000); upgrading our hall kitchen 
($17,500); and the purchase of furniture 
for both the hall ($22,500) and student 
centre ($40,000). Modest but important 
renovations to the sanctuary and a new altar 
($15,000) are also included in our ambitious 
goals to contribute to and take ownership of 
this project in a meaningful way.

PARISH 
CAMPAIGN 
PROJECTS

AN ENDOWMENT FUND ($100,000)
This fund was the second identified priority. Comments noted the 
importance of community work and connections to our wellbeing 
and identity. Some of these activities are outward facing, including 
supporting the poor and the sick; some involve building our own 
community and supporting our existing ministries, as well as those 
who administer and deliver them. These activities require an ongoing, 
stable financial resource. Our intention is eventually to grow the 
endowment fund so that we have a minimum of $500,000 invested to 
generate ongoing income. We are currently reliant on the Diocese for 
50% of our general and personnel expenditures; in the coming years, we 
hope to become self-sufficient in meeting these costs through the ongoing 
building of this endowment fund.

A Word About Tithing
We as Catholics are called to share our time, talent, and treasure 
with our parish community and to participate with God in his work 
in the world. A fellow Catholic church gives the following excellent 
advice about tithing: “When it comes to financial support of our 
church family, the biblical ideal is a tithe – or 10% – of one’s income.  
Our Catholic Church leaders suggest giving 5% to church and 5% to 
charity. Most Catholics who tithe reach this ideal gradually. In this 
area of stewardship, one of the most important steps to consider is to 
become an ‘intentional giver’ – as opposed to a ‘loose change giver.’ 
An intentional giver is someone who has the willing diligence to ‘do 
the math,’ that is, to look at their annual income and then prayerfully 
and intentionally decide what percentage should be set aside for the 
support of the church and for charity” (https://www.ascensioncatholic.
net/Steward). It’s never easy, but then again, as C.S. Lewis once said, if it 
doesn’t hurt to give what we give, we probably aren’t giving enough!
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