
ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE PARISH
Waterdown, Ontario
OUR OPPORTUNITY

The future of St. Thomas the Apostle Parish is filled with hope. 
Hope that our parish’s current members will continue to be a 
foundation of our faith in God that allows the parish to thrive. 

Hope that we can bring more families, seniors, young adults and 
youth to Christ through our efforts to reach out to family, friends and 
neighbours. And hope that as a parish we can continue to meet our 
obligations and the building and maintenance needs of our church.

The One Heart, One Soul Campaign gives us an avenue to pursue 
these hopes and to brighten the future of the parish, as well as to 
contribute to important ministries included in the campaign.

We have been particularly blessed
to receive a special variance to keep
more funds for the parish than the
original plan for the campaign.

• Through an incredible gift of 
generosity by the diocesan 
campaign leadership to assist us 
in addressing our needs, we will 
keep 90 percent of the funds we 
raise in the campaign. This is  
15 percent more than the  
original plan.

•  Additionally, there are no costs to 
the parish for the campaign. The 
diocese is picking up the costs. 
All the money raised will be used 
for campaign projects.

See the back of this page for more details about the parish needs 
that we will address through the One Heart, One Soul Campaign.

“The Church is so central to our 
lives. It draws us closer to Christ and 

accompanies us on our journey of 
faith from the time of our baptism 

until the day when our Lord calls us 
home to Himself. The One Heart, One 

Soul Campaign gives us a wonderful 
opportunity – especially in this time of Covid-19 to show 

our gratitude to God for the gift of our parish family through 
our own sacrificial gift to the Church. As the Lord said: ‘To 

whom much has been given much will be asked in return’ 
(Lk 12:48) I offer my sincerest ‘thank you’ for your response 

to God’s goodness - through your pledge to the campaign - 
and pray God blesses you, abundantly, for your generosity.”

FATHER FRANCIS NORONHA, C.S.C.,  
Pastor of St. Thomas the Apostle

FUNDING SOURCES: $1,022,000
Parish Fundraising Goal: $1,022,000

IMPACT OF FUNDS: $1,022,000
For parish campaign projects: $920,000

• Lay Pastoral Associate and Activity
• Facility Upgrades and Repairs
• Income Recovery
• Debt Reduction
• Stained Glass
• Charitable Works

For diocesan goals: 
$102,000

• For parishes in 
need: $102,000



LAY PASTORAL ASSOCIATE ($150,000)
The mission of our parish is to evangelize, helping people grow 
closer to Christ. The roll of the Lay Pastoral Associate will include 
co-ordination of our ministry to youth and young families, 
sacramental preparation, adult catechesis and formation and to 
act as a liaison with our parish schools. The plan is to fund the 
position for three years through the efforts of the campaign, and 
then absorb the expense, thereafter, in the operating budget. 

FACILITY UPGRADES AND REPAIRS ($270,000)
Although, comparatively new to other parishes, St. Thomas is 
showing some wear and tear. And, just like our homes, we need 
to re-invest in the parish facilities for them to remain attractive 
and welcoming. Four major projects are included in this area: 
finishing the parking lot with a topping of asphalt and striping, 
replacing the flat roofs above the hall, offices and narthex, 
improving the sound system, and repairing and repainting the 
cupola above the church. 

RECOVERING LOST INCOME ($200,000)
Due to the pandemic and shutdown, we have experienced a 
significant loss of income from the offertory and other sources. 
Compared to the same time last year, we are close to a 70 percent 
decreased in revenue. Unfortunately, our needs and financial 
obligations did not decrease in the same way. The plans we made 
for the parish’s operations are dependent on the income the 
offertory and other activities provide. This shortfall needs to be 
addressed so we can continue to run the parish and provide the 
programs, ministries and services we have come to appreciate.

PARISH 
CAMPAIGN 
PROJECTS

With trust in the Lord and the 
generosity of our community we 
propose the following projects to 

set our parish on the course to 
be a thriving community. 

For more details about the campaign, the allocation of funds raised, 
donor privacy, our gift acceptance policy and much more, 
please visit oneheartonesoul.ca/faq and hamiltondiocese.com.

a Diocese cannotDiocese cannot thrive without thriving parishes

DEBT REDUCTION ($200,000)
Our outstanding debt is currently around $6 million.  
Debt reduction isn’t an ‘exciting’ project, but an important 
one.  Directing some funds toward paying the debt is a 
demonstration that we are grateful for the loan of the 
funds and are mindful of our promise to take care of this 
obligation. 

STAINED GLASS ($70,000)
When the church was first built, there were notions to do 
achieve numerous artistic elements. At the time, however, 
the lack of funds made the plans to accomplish them all out 
of reach. One such plan was the completion of stained glass 
sections behind the altar and above the exit doors to the 
left and right of the sanctuary. With our campaign, we can 
take up this goal again and add these facets to our art and 
architecture to further enhance the beauty of the church. 

CHARITABLE WORKS ($30,000)
Like any municipality, even one such as Waterdown, 
there are individuals and families among us who need 
our spiritual, emotional and physical assistance…and 
presence. This project will provide not only funding to 
help address local needs but will include a commitment of 
volunteers (from all age groups) from the parish.  

The extent of what and how much we, as a parish family, 
accomplish is dependent on our reaching or surpassing 
our campaign goal. Please consider a sacrificial gift to the 
campaign so that we make the best of this chance to build 
up our parish community.


