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The history of St. Mary of the Visitation Parish dates to its founding 
in 1857, more than 160 years ago! Our pride in what our Catholic 
ancestors built and left us inspires us to leave for the next generation 

a parish community for which they can feel equally blessed.

Today, this inspiration moves us to continue to build upon our faith 
foundation, to help bring others to Christ. And that journey includes 
uniting to meet the challenges we face in maintaining and improving our 
spiritual home, even as we also face the challenges of COVID-19.

The One Heart, One Soul Campaign gives us an avenue to honour our past while brightening the 
future of the parish and also contributing to important diocesan ministries.

Special features of the campaign will 
enable us to maximize the positive effects 
of our fundraising at the parish level:

• St. Mary’s keeps 85 percent of what 
we raise from the first dollar to our 
minimum target, which is $367,000, 
and beyond.

• There are virtually no costs to 
the parish for the campaign. The 
diocese is picking up those costs. All 
the money raised will be used for 
campaign projects.

What an opportunity! 
And that is why we have set a 

goal higher than our minimum. 
We want to maximize this chance to 

undertake a vital renewal of our parish.

PARISH GOAL: $367,000
For parish campaign projects: $312,000

• Reduce parish debt: $250,000
• Enhance music ministry: $20,000
• Add youth minister: $20,000
• Improve Hearth Room: $10,000
• Install church security system: $6,000
• Add cabinets in sacristy: $6,000

For diocesan shared ministries: $18,300
For diocesan 
parishes in need: 
$36,700 

“It is a challenging time for our 
world and our church, to be 

sure. The One Heart, One Soul 
Campaign offers us a valuable 

opportunity to embrace the 
challenge and to persevere as 
we strive to fulfill our parish 

mission. May we be blessed by the grace of 
God all along our journey.”

FR. ROBERT LOVE, Pastor of St. Mary’s

See the back of this page for more details about the parish needs 
that we hope to address through the One Heart, One Soul Campaign.



REDUCE PARISH DEBT ($250,000)
Debt reduction may not sound exciting, but in 
the age of COVID-19, church shutdowns and 
declining offertory (even before COVID), it’s 
a necessary priority. Over the past 15 years, St. 
Mary’s has completed several exciting building 
projects – a proud accomplishment. However, 
the costs of those projects and other factors have 
left us with roughly $350,000 in debt. The One 
Heart, One Soul Campaign gives us a chance to 
take a significant chunk out of that debt, giving 
St. Mary’s a much more solid foundation on 
which to build.

ENHANCE MUSIC MINISTRY ($20,000)
Music has inspired generations of parishioners, 
and the return of our choir is important to St. 
Mary’s Parish. Campaign funds would allow us 
to enhance our music ministry by re-creating 
the space in our church choir loft, the return of 
a choir director and the re-establishment of our 
choir. Alleluia!

PARISH 
CAMPAIGN 
PROJECTS

ADD YOUTH MINISTER ($20,000)
Young people are the future of the Church! Forming youth in 
the faith, giving them a strong foundation in Christ, is crucial 
as they enter the university years. St. Mary’s will make youth 
ministry a higher parish priority with the addition of a part-time 
staff position. The campaign will fund the position until it can be 
absorbed into the parish operating budget.  

IMPROVE HEARTH ROOM ($10,000)
Let’s create a warm, inviting place for parish groups to gather! The 
Hearth Room has seen better days, and a makeover is overdue. 
This project would include new lighting, new chairs and a carpet 
cleaning. This could soon be the parish’s new “living room.”  

INSTALL CHURCH SECURITY SYSTEM ($6,000)
Our downtown location gives us reason to be especially conscious 
of security. A system of cameras would make our beloved church 
more secure and increase parishioners’ safety at a reasonable cost.

ADD CABINETS IN SACRISTY ($6,000)
There’s a shortage of storage space of all kinds at St. Mary’s. Adding 
sacristy shelving and cabinets would ease the space crunch by 
creating more room for liturgical items.

For more details about the campaign, the allocation of funds raised, 
donor privacy, our gift acceptance policy and much more, 
please visit oneheartonesoul.ca/faq and hamiltondiocese.com.
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